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Learning Targets: 
• I will learn about the Immigration Act of 1965 on the American landscape and impact on immigrants 
• I will learn the importance of the US Census and the impact of supporting citizens 

 
Materials: 

● Pen, Journal, Paper, internet, cell phone (so you can phone a friend)  
● You can collaborate with a family member, friend or two on this assignment!  
● Social Studies Textbook, articles attached or internet if you have access to research information 

  
Expectations: 

● You have the freedom to determine how you want to document your answers. Your work will need 
to be organized neatly and spell checked.  

● You will need to cite your sources (websites, research articles, books, etc.) MLA style.  
● You will turn in your work in an organized and clean manner. With pages properly labeled and 

stapled together. You may either type or write up your answers using a pen.  
 
Essential Questions (After completing this assignment, you should be able to answer these questions) 
1.What was the Immigration Act of 1965? 
2.How were Asian and Latino immigrants helped by the new legislation? 
3. How does the US Census help to demonstrate the transformational impact of the Immigration Act of 1965 on 
the American landscape? 
4. Why is this information important to know and understand? 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Understanding Immigration Act of 1965, how Legislation Impacts Citizens and The 
Importance of the Census Count 

 
A.Tapping into your Background Knowledge 
Quick Write: (Your notes only, you will go back, revisit and compare your initial knowledge with the new knowledge that you 
learned.  

1. What is your definition of immigration? 
2. What knowledge do you have about immigration and the impact it has on the American landscape? 
3. What controversy have you heard about in regard to immigration?  
4. What is a census? Why is a census count important? 
5. What do you want to learn more about?  

 
B. Research and Building Deeper Knowledge 
Read the following articles attached. Please use your close reading strategies to annotate and highlight 
key words and/or phrases.  

1.The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 Turns 50 Article by American Progress 
By Philip E. Wolgin Posted on October 16, 2015 
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/immigration/news/2015/10/16/123477/the-
immigration-and-nationality-act-of-1965-turns-50/ 
 
2. LA Times on 2020 Census  https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2020-03-09/everything-
you-need-to-know-about-the-2020-census#null 
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3.If you have internet, other items to explore:  
• PBS Documentary https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/eyesontheprize/ 
• Informational video https://2020census.gov/en/what-is-2020-census.html 
• Census Data -https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?tid=ACSDT1Y2017.B14007&q=B14007 

 
4.Other historical events to explore: 

• Vietnam War 
• Salvadoran Civil War 1980’s 
• Present Day: Migrant Caravans & Vietnamese Deportation 

 
C. Making Connections - Journaling Your Thoughts 
Reviewing the information on Immigration Act of 1965 and the purpose and process of the census.  
Then answer the following questions on paper.  
 
1.What was the Immigration Act of 1965? 
2. What the historical context? 
3. What the geographical context? 
4. What was the economic impact? 
5. What impact did this have on politics and citizens (Please include both positive and negative) 
6.How were Asian and Latino immigrants helped by the new legislation? 
7.What is a Census? Why is the Census so important? 
8.How does the US Census help to demonstrate the transformational impact of the Immigration Act of 
1965 on the American landscape? 
9.. Why is this information important to know and understand? 
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D. Applying Your Deeper Knowledge: 
Activity 1- Evaluating a Source  
“This bill that we will sign today … is still one of the most important acts of this Congress and of 
this administration. For it does repair a very deep and painful flaw in the fabric of American 
justice. It corrects a cruel and enduring wrong in the conduct of the American Nation… 

 
…the immigration policy of the United States has been twisted and has been distorted by the 

harsh injustice of the national origins quota system. 

 

Over my shoulders here you can see Ellis Island; whose vacant corridors echo today the joyous 

sound of long ago voices. And today we can all believe that the lamp of this grand old lady is 

brighter today–and the golden door that she guards gleams more brilliantly in the light of an 

increased liberty for the people from all the countries of the globe.” 
Source: President Lyndon B. Johnson’s Remarks at the Signing of the Immigration Bill. (Liberty Island, New York), 
October 3, 1965 

1. Who is the author? - Does he have authority to speak on the topic of immigration? 
Why or Why not? 
 

2. What is the historical context? 
 
Activity 2 - Analyzing Statistical Census Data: 
Read the chart below and answer the following two questions. 

1.Explain the changes that occurred from 1960 to 2008 in Latino immigration. How did the 
Immigration Act of 1965 impact these changes? (focus on Salvadoran born column) 
 
2.How might neighborhoods and schools, and local resources be affected by the growth of 
population? Explain. 
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Activity 3- Analyzing Statistical Data 
Read the chart and data and answer the following two questions. 

1.Explain the changes that occurred from 1980 to present 2014 in Vietnamese 
immigration How did the Immigration Act of 1965 impact these changes? 

Answers may vary - but generally students should be able to pinpoint in general terms or numerically the exponential 
growth of Vietnamese immigrants to the US. 
 
2.How might neighborhoods and schools, and local resources be affected by the 
growth of population? Explain. 

 
Activity 4 – Summative Task 
A.Revisit and Reflect on your Tapping into Background Knowledge QuickWrite Answers: 

1. What is your definition of immigration? 
2. What knowledge do you have about immigration and the impact it has on the American landscape? 
3. What controversy have you heard about in regard to immigration?  
4. What is a census? Why is a census count important? 
5. What do you want to learn more about?  

 
B. Reflection: What new information did you learn? What are your thoughts now?  
(Journal your thoughts) 
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C. Review all the information you learned on immigration, Immigration Act of 1965 and the 
Census. Write an article, letter to a family member or 1-2 page essay answering the 
following question: 
 

 
Be sure to include and address the following: 

1. Causes and purpose of the Immigration Act of 1965 
2. U.S. Census information about growth of immigrants since 1965 
3. Impact new immigrants have had on communities 
4. The importance of being counted on U.S. Census 

 

Summative Prompt: How does information collected from U.S. Census help to demonstrate 
the impact the Immigration Act of 1965 had on transforming the American landscape? 

 
Why is it vital for immigrant groups to continue to make themselves counted for future Census 
data? Explain. 

May 2020, Page 6 of 16



The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 
Turns 50 
By Philip E. Wolgin Posted on October 16, 2015, 9:04 am 

 
Associated PressPresident Lyndon B. Johnson sits at his desk on Liberty Island in New 
York Harbor as he signs a new immigration bill, October 1965. 

Fifty years ago this month, President Lyndon B. Johnson stood at the foot of the Statue 
of Liberty in New York City and signed into law the most sweeping U.S. immigration 
reform to date—The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965. The law did away with the 
racially discriminatory national origins quota system, which had governed admissions to 
the United States since the 1920s, and created what we have today: An immigration 
system largely based around family reunification and—to a lesser extent—employment-
based migration. 

Coming just a year after the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and in the same year as the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, the Immigration and Nationality Act stands as a major 
achievement of the civil rights era. Whereas the national origins quotas advantaged 
immigration from Northern and Western Europe and excluded Asian immigrants 
entirely, the 1965 act opened the doors to immigrants from around the world. In 1965, 
just under 10 million Americans were foreign-born, a total that constituted 4.8 percent of 
the U.S. population. Today, that number stands at 45 million, or 13.9 percent of the U.S. 
population. 
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Following the end of World War II, it took reformers 20 years of debate, discussion, and 
compromise to finally end the national origins quota system. The 1965 act, although not 
without unanticipated consequences, ultimately made the United States a far more 
multicultural nation than it would otherwise have been. As modern policymakers debate 
the future of immigration reform, the 1965 act provides important lessons for the path 
forward. 

From racial restriction to a multicultural America 

Prior to 1965, the national origins quota system severely restricted the number of 
immigrants allowed in each year, and roughly 70 percent of the available visas were 
earmarked for just three countries: the United Kingdom, Germany, and Ireland. Asian 
immigrants, meanwhile, were almost wholly excluded: For example, The Immigration 
and Nationality Act of 1952—passed into law despite President Harry Truman’s veto—
allowed only 2,000 immigrants from the entire continent of Asia to enter the United 
States. The 1965 act entirely did away with these restrictions. 

Members of the Johnson administration believed that immigration would only increase 
slightly—hence President Johnson’s famous understatement while signing the act into 
law that “[t]his bill that we sign today is not a revolutionary bill.” Whether or 
not policymakers expected an increase in immigration after the act, the number of lawful 
immigrants entering the United States each year significantly rose. By 1981, the 
average number of immigrants gaining permanent visas had doubled from 1965 levels, 
roughly reaching 600,000 people per year. This figure rose to around 1 million after the 
passage of the Immigration Act of 1990. 

In the 50 years since the 1965 Act, 59 million people immigrated to the United States 
from all over the world. Unlike the dominantly European focus of immigration during the 
national origins quota era, over the past half century, Latin Americans have comprised 
more than half of all immigrants. Asians immigrants comprised a quarter of this total, 
whereas immigrants from Europe only made up 12 percent. 

Unanticipated consequences 

Beyond reshaping immigration to the United States, the 1965 act laid the groundwork 
for many of the challenges facing the U.S. immigration system today. For example, it 
contained a provision barring lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender, or LGBT, people 
from immigrating, a restriction that remained in place until 1990. And, while a portion of 
the increase in overall immigrants came from the immediate relatives of U.S. citizens—
parents, spouses, and minor children—whom the act allowed to enter outside of 
numerical restrictions, many others ran into the hard caps established on visa 
availability. 

With the 1965 act, Congress capped the number of people who could enter the United 
States from a single country each year at 20,000 as a way to ensure equality among the 
nations. In doing so, legislators chose to treat immigrants from large countries such as 
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India or China the same as those from small countries such as Luxembourg or Belgium, 
regardless of population size or emigration needs. This restriction, which has been 
raised slightly to 25,620, is still part of modern law and is a key reason why immigrants 
from India, China, Mexico, and the Philippines have some of the longest backlogs and 
waiting times for a legal visa to enter the United States. Certain family members from 
the Philippines, for example, would have had to apply for a visa 22 years ago in order to 
immigrate today, while certain employment-based migrants would have had to apply 11 
years ago. 

Additionally, prior to 1965, immigrants from the Americas could enter the United States 
without regard for numerical limitations. The 1965 act, however, imposed the first cap 
on immigration from the Western Hemisphere. The 120,000 visas that Congress 
granted to these migrants in 1965 represented a 40 percent reduction from the previous 
level of immigrants entering the United States from this region. These new limitations, 
along with the 1964 termination of the bracero program—a notorious and 
fraught agreement that brought hundreds of thousands of Mexican immigrants to the 
United States each year under temporary work visas—made it far harder for immigrants 
from Mexico and Central America to gain a legal visa to the United States even as 
demand for their labor continued. Without creating adequate legal avenues, the law set 
the stage for greater numbers of unauthorized immigrants to enter the country in the 
ensuing decades. 

Following the 1965 act, it took more than 20 years for lawmaker to revisit immigration 
reform. The Immigration Reform and Control Act, passed in 1986, provided legal status 
for 3 million unauthorized immigrants and represented the first attempt at setting 
penalties for those employing people without lawful status. Four years later, 
the Immigration Act of 1990 raised the overall number of lawful permanent visas 
granted each year. While these bills represented significant steps forward, neither dealt 
with issues that had been plaguing the immigration system since 1965—namely, the 
long visa backlogs or the inadequate employment-based visas for lesser-skilled 
immigrants. Along with the harsh restrictions on unauthorized immigration that 
Congress mandated in 1996, these bills contributed to the issues currently facing the 
U.S. immigration system. 

Compromise and continuity 

For all of its unanticipated consequences, the 1965 act still stands as a major 
achievement. Yet, the historical changes it brought about did not appear in a vacuum. 
Rather, they were the result of sustained reform efforts. Opponents of the national 
origins quota system introduced reform legislation every year from the early 1950s 
through 1965. At least seven separate bills passed during that period, creating and 
widening loopholes within the quota system. Though it took time, by the early 1960s, the 
weight of the contradictions behind a system that excluded immigrants from wide 
swaths of the world became evident. Each reform bill that was introduced and each 
piece of legislation that passed helped to set the stage for comprehensive reform in 
1965. 
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If this process of reform attempt after reform attempt sounds familiar, it should. Over the 
past decade, the contradictions undergirding the current immigration system have 
become more apparent than ever. Today, the majority of the 11.3 million unauthorized 
immigrants in the United States have been here for over a decade. Millions of people 
live in mixed-status families with both authorized and unauthorized members, and 
scores of families have been separated by detentions and deportations. More than 4.3 
million family members and immigrants who possess skills and training needed in the 
United States are forced to wait years—or even decades—to obtain a visa. 

Legislation that would remedy all or some of these issues came close to passing 
in 2006, 2007, 2010, and 2013. Each of these bills, as well as the countless other pro-
immigrant legislation introduced but never acted upon, builds upon its predecessors. 
Each moves the ball forward. Even if it seems as though comprehensive immigration 
reform may not resurface until after the 2016 election, the Immigration Act of 1965 
shows that small, persistent actions lead to bigger ones and that comprehensive reform, 
however belatedly, will eventually become a reality. 

Philip E. Wolgin is the Associate Director for Immigration Policy at the Center for 
American Progress. 
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Everything you need to know about the 2020 
census 

 
Paperwork used by census takers during the 2000 count.  

(Los Angeles Times ) 

By SARAH D. WIRESTAFF WRITER  

MARCH 9, 2020 

4 AM 

  

UPDATED APRIL 1, 2020 | 8:41 AM 

WASHINGTON —  

  

The 2020 census is underway and by now you should have gotten information 
about how to fill it out. 
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Have questions about the census and what it is for? No shame, it’s been 10 years 
and a lot is different this time around. Let’s take a look at what you need to know. 

So what is the census? 

Article 1, section 2 of the Constitution requires the federal government to count 
every person living in the country every 10 years and use the information to 
divvy up representation in Congress. The census is that count, and it happens at 
the start of each new decade. 

Is this where I have to wait until someone knocks at my door and 
asks me questions? 

That’s how it used to be for everyone. But nowadays that is highly unlikely. 

Then how does it work? 

The government is hoping you save it (i.e. taxpayers) money by filling it out 
online at https://my2020census.gov/. Since that the cheapest and fastest way to 
participate, officials hope most people opt for it. 

Wait, I can do it online? 

Yup. Starting March 12, the census can be completed online for the first time. 
Every home will get a postcard or letter with an identification number and 
instructions about whether they should fill the census out online, by phone or by 
mail. But you have to wait until you get a postcard or letter, which should have 
arrived by March 20. 

What if I don’t want to do it online? 

The postcard or letter has details about answering the census by phone. If 
English is your primary language you can call (844) 330-2020. Census takers can 
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also take your information by phone in multiple languages. Otherwise, the 
government will mail you a paper census form. 

Whatever way you do it, the Census Bureau estimates it should take 10 minutes 
to fill out. The survey is available in 13 languages: English, Spanish, Chinese, 
Vietnamese, Korean, Russian, Arabic, Tagalog, Polish, French, Haitian Creole, 
Portuguese and Japanese. 

What happens if I do nothing? 

Then you can expect to have a census taker knocking on your door as soon as 
early May. The federal government has hired thousands of people to follow up 
with people who don’t respond online, by phone or mail, and to count homeless 
people, college students and other hard-to-reach groups. 

The spread of the coronavirus, and concerns about the safety of census 
workers, has delayed some of that outreach. It’s another reason the government 
really wants you to fill it out online. 

Federal law actually requires you to respond to the census. It’s important for 
everyone to avoid what is known as an undercount, which could lead to fewer 
government services and less government representation in areas where 
residents are not included in the census, but still use the road, schools and other 
services. 

What information do they want? 

The main thing the government wants to know is who lives in your residence as 
of April 1, including children, parents, tenants, friends or whomever. 

It will ask for your name and phone number, how many people live in the home, 
and if it is owned or rented. It will also ask for the name, sex, date of birth, 
ethnicity and race of each person living in the home, and how they are related. 
Don’t leave some questions blank. Filling out only part of the census is a good 
way to ensure a census worker will come by your house to follow up. 
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What the 2020 Census form looks like 

March 6, 2020 

Isn’t it illegal to ask about race and ethnicity? Can I decline to 
answer? 

No, it’s been on the form a long time, and it has a purpose. 

The census has asked people whether they are of Hispanic origin, and which 
broad Hispanic group they identify with, since 1970. The census has collected 
racial data since 1790. 

The 2020 census gives people 15 racial categories and a write-in option. It also 
allows you to select more than one race. 

This information is used to enforce rules against race-based discrimination and 
determine how many people are eligible for programs like the Indian Health 
Service. 

Will they ask about the citizenship of people living in the 
house? 

No, and this was a big legal fight last year. The Trump administration tried to add 
a citizenship question to the census, but critics sued to block it. Census experts 
warned that asking about citizenship might discourage immigrant households 
from participating, leading to an undercount in states like California with large 
immigrant populations. 

The Supreme Court blocked the Commerce Department from adding the 
question, ruling that the Trump administration failed to give an adequate reason 
for the change. So there will not be a citizenship question on the form. 
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Why should noncitizens be counted? 

Everyone has to be counted regardless of their citizenship or legal status in the 
country. Federal courts have repeatedly upheld that the drafters of the 
Constitution demanded a count of all “persons” in the country. 

The Census Bureau has a website addressing questions on this issue. 

How is my information used? 

The census results are used for reapportionment, which is the term for 
redrawing legislative and congressional districts so every district represents 
about the same number of people in the state Legislature or Congress. 

The country’s population has grown faster in the South than on the West Coast in 
the last decade, and because Congress is limited to 435 representatives in the 
House, California is expected to lose at least one seat in Congress. 

But census results are used for much more than drawing legislative and 
congressional districts. Over the next 10 years, the information will be used to 
decide how much federal money states and cities receive for Medicare, Head 
Start, reduced price school lunches, highway construction and other federal 
programs. 

About $675 billion in federal funds is distributed each year based on the census. 
California received an estimated $172 billion in census-directed federal funding 
in fiscal 2017 alone, according to a recent George Washington University study. 

Local governments also use the data to decide things like where schools, fire 
stations and new roads should be built, and even small but important things, like 
where stop signs and fire hydrants are placed. 

Businesses use it to decide where to build and expand, or shrink. Nonprofits use 
it to determine where people who need their help are located. 
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Will my personal information be shared? 

No. Under federal law, no identifying information can be shared with any other 
federal agency, including immigration, law enforcement and the courts. Only 
general statistics that result from the census, like how many children live in a 
community, can be shared between agencies and publicly. 

Every census employee takes an oath not to share any identifying information 
taken during the census. If they do, they potentially face fines and jail time. 

Your answers do become public eventually, but you might not be around to 
know. 

Under the government’s “72-year rule” the National Archivist must wait 72 years 
after census day before releasing personally identifiable information from a 
census, as anyone who has searched their family ancestry has discovered. 
Genealogy buffs will get access to the 1950 census results in April 2022. 
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